





planned actiens. Plans included: Cuban exile approach on March 2,

1964 by businessman to discuss a plan which was 'still in the
embryornic state to assassinate Fidel Castro." Businessman has
underworld connections with Cosa Nostra. Latter group has of-
fered to mmmmmmwsmno Castro for $150,000. Propcses to use 5 men.
March 3, 1964 meeting in which Byron Cameron says he met an un-

R

=]
.Mmamm group which would be willing to assassinate selected
:..d - : -

-

felals for cash, Specifiically, the Cameron group is
sfoﬂm ted in assassinating Fidel Castro, Raul nmvrwo. and Ernesto
he Guevera." 'Cameron knows that he can indicted for conspiracy."
Séurce: ‘Memorandum Ffor DCT McCone from %Mopbwc lelms re plans
of Cuban exiles to assascinate selected Cuban governmen:t leaders,
June 10, 1664 (03103-031110). o -
Bundy Receives Memorandum. re wxwwmlzmmwm Assassination Plans for
Special Group (303 Meeting). FPeter Jessup, assistant to Mr.
Sundy, wrote a memerandum to Mr. Dundy subject 303 Committee
Cuban review.”" The memo stated the Bmmmwﬂm might serve to glve
a2 clearer picture of what forces are at work today which might
serve to wﬁcmxﬂmmm the U.. 8. A, in n:m next 120 days."  The memo
asked: '"How close track is the TBI et.al, keeping track of

rank I MOWVS} and persons of this 1lk." The memorancdum con-

. tinzed: '"We also have these renorts of Mafia. plans to perform
Coup de Main operations. for cash. Who is keeping track of this?
Doee the grapevine among the emigres keep us well-advised of all

"ielms memo to DCI entitled Plans of Cuban Exiles to Assa
Selected Cuban Leaders, 1 June 19464.7 Source: Memorandur
wmudmwmm»umeMMmmmHummmcwo?onmo1:abcnm%.

(5o 2hed

impencing adventures?’ A memorandum attached was describe
s

-

June 18, 1964 Bundy and Special Groun (303 Committee) Discuss Report of Cuban
: Zxile Plan to Kill Castro--Bundy fo Inform Robert Ken

e,

rising Irom increased activiry on

}S«

£nfercement Problem, The 303 Committee met to discuss ''pr
€ r f organized Cuban
ed plots to as~

emigre groups, independent amchnpmmH
t sta uwrrr% on n;m is-

b h
sassinate nmmmwo and general unrest and w
land. A paper was discussed on all
the: csamHQOHwa to assassinate certain Cuban.le mmﬂm. Mr. ¥cCone
was somewhat mzmamln:a of the reported plot and stated that he

Cam

[
[0
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August 19, 1864

3
b

would like to go into the matter further. Others, including
Mr. Bundy, felt that the United States was being ocn on notice
and should do everything in its power to ascertain promptly
the veracity of the reports and then undertake vwm<m5nwon.

T 1A

It was decided that Mr., Dundy would

o call the matter to the
Attorney Ceneral's attention as a matter of law enforcement.'
Source: Minutes of 302 Committee meeting, 18 June 1964,

Bundy has Jessup Meet with Robert Xennedy re Castro Assassina-
can

tion Renort--Fopers Xennedy told failure to prevent can bhe con-

‘strued as condoning., Dn June 12, 1964, Peter Jessup met with

Artorney General Rovert Xennedy re: the mmowmwos.mm the 303

Committee meeting of uuum 3. M"in regard to the memorandum to
1

the DCI concerning alleged underworlid oosumomwoum with Cuban exile
groups ﬁow the purpose of assassinating Wm% figures in the Las:iro
regime, it was pointed out that these reports, in effect, put the
United States aodm-.Jovw on notice that such plotting was alfoot
and failure to take preventive action could be construed as
condonatzion. The Committee's belief that this was essentially

a law enforcement. problem was cilted. The Attorney General in-

‘dicated that nwm Umvoﬂfamsn of Justice would look iInto the mat-

" Source: Memorandum for the record, June 22, 19564, by

t
Peter Jessup.

Sweclal CGroup Agrees CIA and F3BI to Meet on
5

Exi
The pou\u ecial Group Committee ''agreed that Mr. mwmummnmwp

meet with Mr. Sam Papich of the F3T in regard to the earlier
report of an alleged plot with Mafia overtones to assassinate
Castre and which the Attorney General agreed to handie as a
matter of law enforcement.” Source: Memorandum for the record
dated July 31, 1944 and Minutes of 303 Committee meeting, July 30,

1964.

wcsm% Receives McCone Report on FBI Investigation of Exile-Mafia
Plot. John McCone sent & memorandum %o MeGeorge Bundy summarizing
the FBI's investigation of reported plans by Cuban exiles to

assassinate government leaders. The memorandum summarized seven
rencrt~ rendered by the ¥BI, Three of the seven perseons inter-
viewed by the AL stated they had heard of the plan and two of
these persens sald they had discussed or reperted the plan to

the CIA. Source: Menmorandum from John McCone to McGeorge Bundy,
August 192, 1864,

[
‘
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TOP SECRET

TO: FILES
FROM : FREDERICK BARON
RE: BUNDY /ROCKEFELLER COMMISSION TESTIMONY--RE ASSASSINATION ALLEGATIONS

DATE: JULY 6, 1975

MC GEORGE BUNDY: TESTIMONY BEFORE ROCKEFELLER COMMISSION

(Volume 14, Page 1991, April 7, 1975)

January, 1961: BUNDY became Special Assistant to the President For National
Security Affairs, "Principal Staff Officer" for matters under the Departments
of State, Defense, CIA, NSA, and others, relevant to national security. (1993)

February, 1966:- BUNDY left position of Special Assistant to the President.
(199L) :

BUNDY doesn't remember an "actual decision to go about" assassination of a
foreign leader. (199L)

BUNDY does have a "vague recollection of the existence or the possible existence
of contingency planning . . . and a contingency capability'' for assassination

(1994-5).

BUNDY said that he knew of no authorization or involvement by anyone on the
White House staff or anyone else in assassination planning beyond the contingency
stage. (1995)

BUNDY could not recall discussion of any plan to assassinate Cuban leaders
connected with OPERATION- MONGOOSE, although he could not exclude the possibility
that such discussion might have taken place. (1996)

BUNDY said that he had no recollection of the discussion or development of an
EXECUTIVE ACTION capability to carry out assassinations. (1996) "But I
cannot exclude that I heard of that."

BUNDY "would have been surprised' if'the CIA had undertaken an effort to
assassinate a foreign leader without his approval, but he "could not exclude
that there would be communication with the President by other channels." (1997)

BUNDY said that he would not have expected that, during his time in Washington,
"the Agency would have undertaken anything like an attack on the life of a
foreign leader without direct order from higher authority." (1998)

BUNDY said that he has no recollection of the meeting of August 10, 1962, other
than his calendar notation that he was present. (2000)

B 5309535 Docld:32423626 Page 275



HW 509235

TOP SECRET

BUNDY testified that the first time he heard of a possible CIA assassination
plot for Cuban leaders in which the MAFIA might have been involved was in the
newspapers in 1975. (2002)

BUNDY testified that he thought it "not unreasonable that there would have
been at least speculative discussions of the possibility of going after the
Cuban leadership" in the atmosphere of "all kinds of covert operations"
against Cuba. (2002)

BUNDY said that he believes the President's authority as Commander In Chief,
rather than the statutory language of the National Security Act of 1947,
provides authority for covert operations even without a declaration of war.
(2004 ) E ’

BUNDY told the Rockefeller Commission that his "unaided memory is not very
good," but if the Commission "had time to do a documentsry search and then
say here is what the documents suggest was happening in thus and such a
period, what now what do you remember, you would probably find some
sleeping cells back here, at least in my own case." (2031)
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~  STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF NEW YORK: ss

I, McGeorge Bundy, heing first duly sworn, do upon oath
depose and state:

On April 7, 19275 I testified as a witness before the
Commission on CIA Activities Within the United States
{(Commission). As I reflected overnight asbout my answers
to certain quebLlonq, my recollection was refreshed and
the next morning I contacted the Executive Director of +the
Commission, David W. Belin, and stated that T wished %o
make some additions to the record. I conferred with

Mr. Belin at the offices of the Commission at 712 Jackson
Place, N.W., Washington, D.C., and then Mr. Belin asked

me a number of questions to which I gavo answcrs which
were recorded on tape. After receiving a rdnscrjpt of
the tape, I made certain additional corrections. The
following are the qULbLJOHS and my answers, as I have
correcied them. (There is one guestion and answer that

I have stricken because it is a matter of pure speculation.)

Mr. Belin: This a memorandum of a conference with McGeorge

T Bundy on April 8, 1975. Mr. Bundy has refreshed
his recollection following hlS testimony before the Commission
on April 7 and wishes to make some additions. to the re001d.

Mr. Bundy: You asked me yesterday whether I had any recollection
“of hearing the word "poison", or something to

-to that effect--whether I had any recollection of ihat kind

of activity or proposal in relation to the Castro regime

and I think I said I did not, and I did not as of yesterday.

But overnlght I have had a vague recollection, which I cannot

pinpoint in time, that there was discussion that I knew about

at some time of a proposal or scheme or project that did

involve poison, and the characteristic that sticks in my

memory is that it would have involved a rather large-scale

use of poison and, as I recollect it, it never came anywhere

near approval. Proposals under the [HONCOOSE scheme which

did come from time to time (most]y not with respect to

assassination) were reviewed in the first instance for

practicability and only after that for wisdom or political

rightness, and I recall NO proposal for ligquidation that

ever got past the first stage to the second.

PROPERTY Of

ey T TUC USUITE Lt s rong
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Mr. Belin: I also talked to you, Mr. Bundy, about whether
ST o not there might have been any discussieon in
early 1961 or any other time with regard to a request from
the White House to the CIA for the CIA to develop what was
called an execuktive action capability, which was defined

as a general stand--by capability to carrxy out assassinations
when regquired. Do you ever remember any discussions along
those lines? ' :

Mr. Bundy: Well, I recall the words "executive action capa-
bility" more clearly today than I did yesterday,

and I think I said yesterday that they rang some sort of

bell. But I do NOT have any recollection as to when I

knew about that or who regquested it or how much was done

under it. I don't recall having any continuing interest

in or information about that particular activity.

Mr. Belin: Do you recall that executive action capability

T was in substance discussed as a general stand-by
capability to carry out assassinations at that time--I1'm
not saying there was direction to undertake a plan but at
lJeast the development of the stand-by capability?

Mr. Bundy: I think it was something like that--a plan to
have some kind of stand-by capability for action
against individuals.

Mr. Belin: Now, I'm going to turn to the Summer of 1862.
T Before we started this transcribing of your
remarks you indicated that you don't remember any specific
plan pertaining to the attempted poisoning of any Cuban
leader during 1961, but that you do remember some dis—
cussion:; that may have developed into this area sometime .
in 1962. Is that accurate? '

Mr. Bundy: Well, I think perhaps a slightly more precise

' way of saying it is that you have described to.
me a broad outline of plans as you understand them that
existed in January or February 1961 and I simply have no
recollection of plans that meet that description. I believe
ry memory tells me in a more general way that my knowledge
of a scheme or idea of using poison probably relates to

the year 1962.

‘Mr. Belin: Do you remember any discussions at any meeting
7 of the MONGOOSE group where this might have been
discussed? Either the general plan of possible ligquidation
or the particular plan of poison?

PROCERTY OF
THE WHITE HOUSE OFFiCE
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Mr. Bundy:

I don't have any recollection of where oxr how

I heard aboul the poisoning possibility. I do
know that I never knew of any approval of such a plan.

- My recollection is the opposite--that it was a ha¥@brained

" gcheme that did not receive approval even on the -ground
of practicability as distinct from the question of whether
you would make a final decision to go ahead. Now, 4ds to
meetings where such things night have been discussed, the
only one I have any recollection of--a:d it is a refreshed
recollection~~I would not have known about it a month ago~-—
is the one which we discussed yesterday on August 10, 1962
and I do NOT have any recollection of what specifically
was said in that meeting.

“

Mr.

Do you have any recollection that there was any
direction NOT to undertake any such plans?

Belin:

I think there was a general attitude toward

o this matter in which those working on covert
operations were sometimes permitted to produce proposals,
although I recall nobody encouraging them to do so. As

I said yesterday, I draw a sharp distinction between con-
sidering contingencies of this sort and actually giving

them approval. That I think is the way in which the Kennedy
Administration approached the matter. I do not think there
was a flat general ban on considering such possibilities.

Mr. Bundz:

taping, you said
specific discussion
it and that it might

Mr. Belin: Earlier, before we started
that if thera had been any
that you were not a paxty to

of that,
have—-

—-0f a direction to carry out a plan, that you
certainly were not a party to such a discussion.
Is that what you said? '

Mr. Bundy: I am absolutely certain that I nover knew of
o or believed that there was any authorization
to go ahead with an effort to liguidate Castro, or any
other Cuban leader.

Next question and answer deleted

so far as clarifying or correcting your
testimony of April 7 before the Commission?

~neoTRTY OF
FROPERTY O
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MCGEORGE BUNDY
320 EAST 43%° STREET
NEW YORK,N. Y. ICOI7

815 JUL 14 7.9

LECT CORMITTEE gy
sty s, WELLIGENCE ACTIVITES

Dear Mr. Baron:

You asked me today for a report of wha my calendar
shows of meetings with Richard Bissell during the early
months of 1961, My calendar begins only on January 23

so I have had to start from there. I have no independent
recollection of whether I saw Mr. Bissell before that time,
though it is quite possible that I did.

We have listed both meetings where the notation shows

Mr. Bissell's name and where the meeting was one of a

group of which he was or could have been a member. The

two groups with this characteristic are the so-called Planning
Group and the Special Group, and some of the entries simply
show the names of the group without the names of the par-
ticipants. The enclosed list exactly copies the entries as they
were made in my office.

We have not included meetings called by the President, be-
cause my calendar does not show who was at such meetings
or even, usually, what the subject was. There were of
course a number of such meetings at which both Mr, Bissell
and I were present, on the subject of the Bay of Pigs.

Sincerely,

hify, Bt

McGeorge Bundy

Mr. Frederick Baron

Room G~308

Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

1y e S e
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January

1"

27

February

11

DPocId: 32423626

11 (unch)

14

15

17

22

23 (mtg. &
lunch)

2
8 (lunch)

14 (lunch)

16 (lunch)
21 (lunch)
23 (lunch)
28 (lunch)

30 (lunch)

Page 281

Rostow and Bissell -- Hay Adams

Nitze, Rostow, McGhe.ae., Bissell

Speciél Group -~ ClA

Nitze, Wiesner, Bissell -- Rusk's Office
McGhee, Nitze, Rosfow; Bissell

Planning Group =- Metropolitan Club

Nitze, Rowe, McGhee, Rostow, Hare, Amory, Bissell

Special Group ~- Bowles, Gilpatric, Dulles, Bissell
Murrow, Bell (joined for lunch)

Planning Group
Special Group -- Gilpatric, D\illes, Bissell
Special Group

Planning Group

Bissell at CIA
Special Group

Planning Group

_Special Group

Planning Group

Special Group



il
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(lunch)

Page 282

Planning Group

Special Group

Planning Group

Rusk, Bissell, Bundy ~- at State
Planning Group

Special Group

Planning Group

Special Group



MCcGEORGE BUNDY
320 EAST 437° STREET

NEW YORK,N.Y. 10017 1975 JUL 1! PH 7 21

L SELECT COMITIEE oN
Tuly 5, Uk HBENCE ACTIVITIES

Dear Mr. Baron:

You asked me today for a report of what my calendar
shows of meetings with Richard Bissell during the early
months of 1961. My calendar begins only on January 23

so I have had to start from there. I have no independent
recollection of whether I saw Mr, Bissell before that time,
though it is quite possible that I did.

We have listed both meetings where the notation shows
Mr. Bissell's name and where the meeting was one of a
group of which he was or could have been a member. The

" two groups with this characteristic are the so-called Planning
Group and the Special Group, and some of the entries simply
show the names of the group without the names of the par-
ticipants. The enclosed list exactly copies the entries as they
were made in my office.

We have not included meetings called by the President, be-
cause my calendar does not show who was at such meetings
or even, usually, what the subject was. There were of
course a number of such meetings at which both Mr. Bissell
and T were present, on the subject of the Bay of Pigs.

Sincerely,

hifuy et

McGeorge Bundy

Mr. Irederick Baron

Room G-308

Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

S AL,
o -

(¢
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January

27

February

1

11 (lunch)

S 14

15
17

22

23 (mtg. &
lunch)

8 (lunch)

14 (lunch)

16 (lunch)

21 (lunch)

23 (lunch)

28 (lunch)

30 (lunch)
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Rostow and Bissell -- Hay Adams

Nitze, Rostow, McGhee, Bissell

Speciél Group -- CIA

Nitze, Wiesner, Bisseil -- Rusk's Office
McGhee, Nitze,-l Rostow, Bissell

Planning Group =- Metropolitan Club
Nitze, Rowe, McGhee, Rostow, Hare, Amory, Bissell

Special Group -- Bowles, Gilpatric, Dulles, Bissell
Murrow, Bell (joined for lunch)

Planning Group
Special Group -~ Gilpatric, Dulles, Bissell
Special Group

Planning Group

Bissell at CIA
Special Group
Planning Group
Special Group
Planning Group

Special Group
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11
15
18
20
24 (lunch)

27

Page 2835

Planning Group

Special Group

Planning Group

Rusk, Bissell, Bundy -~ at State
Planning Group

Special Gréup

Planning Group

Special Group



July 8, 1975

Dear Mr. Baron:

You asked me today for a report of what my calendar .
shows of meetings with Richard Bissell during the early
months of 1361. My calendar begins only on January 23
so-1 have had to start from there. I have no independent
recollection of whether [ saw Mr. Bissell before that time,
though it {s quite possible that I did.

We have listed both meetings where the notation shows

Mr. Bissell's name and where the meeting was one of &

group of which he was or could have been 8 member. The

two groups with this characteristic are the so-called Planning
- Group and the Special Group, and some of the entries simply

show the names of the group without the names of the par-

ticipants. The enclosed list exactly copies the entries as they

were made by my office.

We have not included meetings called by the President, be-
cause my calendar does not show who was at such meetings
or even, usually, what the subject was. There were of
course & number of such meetings at which both Mr. Bissell
and I were present, on the subject of the Bay of Pigs.

Sincerely,

McGeorge Bundy

Mr. Frederick Baron

Room G-308

Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C, 20510
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27

- February

¢

19

£

March

1"

1Al

T

1

1
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11 _(lunch)
14
15
17
22

23 (mtg. &
lunch)

1

2

8 (lunch)

14 '(lunch)

16 (lunch)
21 (lunch)
23 (lunch)
28 (lunch)

30 (lunch)

Rostow and Bissell -~ Hay Adams

Nitze, Rostow, McGheé, Bissell

Special Group -~ CIA
Nitze, Wiesner, Bissell -~ Rusk's Office

McGhee, Nitze, Rostow, Bissell

" Planning Group =- Metropolitan Club

Nitze, Rowe, McGhee, Rostow, Hare, Amory, Bissell

Special Group -- Bowles, Gilpatric; Dulles, Bissell

" Murrow, Bell (joined for lunch)

Planning Group
Special Group ~-- Gilpatric, Dulles, Bissell
Special Group

Planning Group

Bissell at CIA
Spécieil Group
Planning Group
Special Group

Planning Group

5

Special Group




April
" 6
" 11
1 15
1 18
" 20

" 24 (lunch)

I
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Planning Group

"Special Group

Planning Group
Rusk, Bissell, Bundy -- at State
Planning Group

Special Group

Planning Group

Special Group
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(McGeorge Bundy)

Ny

April 29, 1963
“>7

7

May 13, 1963

- 11 - Issues and Questions
Robert Kennedy proposes three studies: (1) "A list of measures Why interest in Castro
we would take following contingencies such as the death of death? .

Castro', (2) "A program with the objective of overthrowing

Castro in 18 months," (3) "A program to cause as much trouble
as we can for Communist Cuba during the next 18 months.”
{Source: Memroandum, by Bromley Smith, titled '"Summary Record
of NSC Standing Group meeting, No. 2/63...;" JFK Library

file.) CTeé Q).

Bundy Agenda for Standing Group Meeting. In a memo to Group mem- Why interest in Castro
bers, . Bundy asks for discussion of, among other subjects, "the death?

possible use of contingencies for the achievement of wider

political objectives. Illustrations which come to mind are:

«+..{b) Possible death of Castro....

Source: Bundy Memo, April 29, 1963, 4-30, JFK Library mwwm.mqffmv.

Bundy Assigns Study Re Castro Disappearance. Standing Group Does ''disappearance"

meeting results in assignment of "examination of the possible refer to Castro death?
developments in Cuba if Castro should disappear from the scene.

This analysis will be developed by Mr. Sherman Kent" for Group

discussion on May 14. Other assignments are for possible use

of contingencies to achieve "wider political objectives,"

economic sabotage, and use of sugar market to harm Cuba. (Source:

memorandum, May 2, 1963, Bundy to Standing Group meeting, JFK

Library file.) Ctet 1),

Kent Paper on Castro Death Contingency. Sherman Kent's (CIA) Is Kent counseling against

draft paper discusses ''Developments in Cuba and Possible U. S. . gassassination?
Actions in the Event of Castro's Death." Under a heading '"The

U. S. Role" Kent states: "If Castro were to die by other than

natural causes, the U. S. would be widely charged with com-

plicity,”" even though Castro has many enemies. Source: Draft

Memorandum, CIA Officer of National Estimates, May 13, 1963,

(JFK Library file) (Teb ).

Page 289
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(McGeorge Bundy) _ - 12 -
Issues and Questions

May 28, 1963 Bundy Sets Agenda for Discussion of Castro Death Contingency.
Bundy informs Standing Group that at meeting on May 28, ''We
should discuss a paper on possible U. S. actions in the event
of Castro's death,” and notes msmﬂsm: Kent will be vwmmmzm mon
this purpose.

mwcna% also notes McCone will distribute "two highly sensitive

> vmvmnm: dealing with "a list of possible actions under consid-
\\mﬂmnﬁon at CIA" \non mﬁmnwm»ma\ and Cuban oil supplies. Source:
Memorandum, May mm 1963, Bundy to Standing Group Members; JFK
Library File. mwn&v <v

Possible Approach to Castro. On June 6, 1963, the Special Group Note interest in talks wit
discussed '"various possibilities of establishing channels of com- Castro while also seeming
munication to Castro. All members of the group agree that this interest in contingency of
is a useful endeavor. Mr. Bundy cautioned that of course Castro his death.

should not be made privy to any U. S. positions, while Mr. McCone

emphasized the necessity of keeping any such approach entirely

secret...lt was agreed that proposals of this kind which are

vmnnwocwwnww unusual would be discussed with the Special Group

in advance." Source: Minutes of Special Group, June 6, HomuAWW?cb

June 19, 1963 JFK wawo<mm External Sabotage Program. A meeting was held with Did JFK decide against tal
"higher authority" (Bundy present) at which a program for "ex- and in favor of harder sat
ternal sabotage' for Cuba was approved with the understanding tage approach?

that operations will not begin until mid-July. The program was
to be directed at four major segments of the Cuban economy:

(a) electric power (b) petroleum refinerles and storage facili-
ties (c) railroad and highway transportation (d) production and
manufacturing.” The purpose of this and other programs is to
"nourish a spirit of resistance and disaffection which could
lead to significant defections and other by-products of unrest.
Source: Memorandum for the Special Group dated June 19, 1963,

"Satotage Program o¢dm:.mum1T xv

1]
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(McGeorge Bundy) - 13 -

N Issues and Questions

September mo Homu. Bundy Receives Summary of mmmmﬁ on Possible >an05m||nmmnno Why is it necessarv to ex-

- - Suicide Preferable to Assassination. At Bundy's request, Chase clude assassination if it
LN summarizes State INR Paper entitled. ''Cuba: Possible Courses of not beine OOSmHaoﬂm&o. Wac
PR . T [ . M . e i R
S Action. Chase's summary states: ...Hrw.vﬂmmmsn importance  Dennev asked to consider
S of Castro as a nationalist symbol makes him the obvious opera- assassination?

3 ] ‘

tional target; assassination is excluded to avoid Castro's
martyrdom."

The INR paper, July 25, 1963, by G. Denney, states: ''Assassina-

tion of Castro is excluded in order to avoid his martyrdom and

because of the attribution risk which might invite fanatical .
retribution. It is preferable to discredit Castro...and drive

him to suicide or to acts of complete irrationality.” Source:

(1) Memorandum, September 20, 1963, G. Chase to Bundy (JFK

Library File, 4-119), and (2) Memorandum, July 25, 1963, G.

Denney. Jr.. of INR to Mr. Crimmins, Coordinator of Cuba Af-

fairs. (Tap, AR B XA m
m

June 10, 1964 Helms Memo to DCI on Cuban Exile Plan to Kill Castro. In a memo
. to the DCI, Helms states that agency officers have reported plans
of Cuban exiles to assassinate selected Cuban mo<mﬂssmsn.wmmmmnw.

Agency officers told Cubans that U. S. would not condone the
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(McCeorge Bundy) - 14 - Issues and Questions

g

e e F

June 18, Hmmmmw ~ Bundy Receives Memorandum re Exile-Mafia Assassination Plans for Note Bundy's view below
. \ - ©  Special Group (303 Meeting). Peter Jessup, assistant to Mr. that U.S. must prevent suc

£

planned actions. Plans included: Cuban exile approach on March 2,
1964 by businessman to discuss a plan which was "still in the
‘embryonic state to assassinate Fidel Castro." Businessman has
underworld connections with Cosa Nostra. Latter group has of-
fered to assassinate Castro for $150,000. mﬂovOmmw to use 5 men.

. March 3, 1964 meeting in which Byron Cameron says he met an un-
.wx%u%mmsnwmwma group which would be willing to assassinate selected

7 &,fdtdwﬂ officials for cash. Specifically, the Cameron group is

Ny nterested in assassinating Fidel Castro, Raul Castro, and Ernesto
- 7Ghe Guevera." 'Cameron knows that he can indicted for conspiracy.”
7 Source: Memorandum for DCI McCone from Richard Helms re plans

of Cuban exiles to assassinate selected Cuban government leaders,
June 10, 1964 (03105-031110). (Tal 2.65)

Bundy, wrote a memorandum to Mr. Bundy subject '"303 Committee plots.
Cuban review." The memo stated the meeting ''might serve to give
us a clearer picture of what forces are -at work today which might
serve to embarrass the U. S. A. in the next 120 days." The memo
asked: "How close track is the FBI et.al, keeping track of
Frank Fiorini and persons of this ilk." The memorandum con-
tinued: "We also have these reports of Mafia plans to perform-
Coup de Main operations for cash. Who is keeping track of this?
Does the grapevine among the emigres keep us well-advised of all
impending adventures?' A memorandum attached was described as:
"Helms memo to DCI entitled Plans of Cuban Exiles to Assassinate
Selected Cuban Leaders, 10 June 1964."

June 18, 1964 Bundy and Special Group (303 Committee) Discuss Report of Cuban

R

Exile Plan to Kill Castro--Bundy to Inform Robert Kennedy as Law
Enforcement Problem. The 303 Committee met to discuss "problems
arising from increased activity on the part of organized Cuban
emigre groups, independent adventurers, purported plots to as-
sassinate Castro and general unrest and instability on the is-
land." ..."A paper was discussed on alleged plans which involved
the underworld to assassinate certain Cuban leaders. Mr. McCone '
was somewhat skeptical of the reported plot and stated that he

— oy -
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(McCeorge Bundy) - 15 - Issues and Questions

would like to go into the matter further. Others, including

Mr. Bundy, felt that the United States was being put on notice
and should do everything in its power to ascertain promptly

the veracity of the reports and then undertake prevention.

It was decided that Mr. Bundy would call the matter to the
Attorney General's attention as a matter of law enforcement.”
Source: Minutes of 303 Committee meeting, 18 June 1964. hq&b\uu,

June 19, 1964 ~ Bundy has Jessup Meet with Robert Kennedy re Castro Assassina- ' What was RFK's action in
, ;i tion Report-—Robert Kennedy told failure to prevent can be con- AHmvaDmmr
L mﬁhnucma as condoning. On June 19, 1964, Peter Jessup met with
,KWiv Attorney General Robert Kennedy re: the decision at the 303
¢ Committee meeting of June 18. "In regard to the memorandum to
y the DCI concerning alleged underworld connections with Cuban exile
groups for the purpose of assassinating key figures in the Castro
regime, it was pointed out that these reports, in effect, put the
United States government on notice that such plotting was afoot,
and failure to take preventive action could be construed as
condonation. The Committee's belief that this was essentially’
a law enforcement problem was cited. The Attorney General in-
dicated that the Department of Justice would look into the mat-

ter." Source: Memorandum for the record, June 22, 1964, by
Peter Jessup. A\_WU\HU.V
July 30, 1964 mﬁmnwmw Group Agrees CIA and FBI to Meet on Exile-Mafia Plot.

The 303/Special Group Committee ''agreed that Mr. Fitzgerald

meet with Mr. Sam Papich of the FBI in regard to the earlier
report of an alleged plot with Mafia overtones to assassinate
Castro and which the Attorney General agreed to handle as a
matter of law enforcement."  Source: Memorandum for. the record
dated July 31, 1964 and Minutes of 303 Committee meeting, July 30,

1964. ((Tab =2 f.v

August 19, 1964 Bundy Receives McCone Report on FBI Investigation of Exile-Mafia DNid Bundy feel comnelled
. Plot. John McCone sent a memorandum to McGeorge Bundy summarizing ﬁwxm.mﬁ% action?
the FBI's investigation of reported plans by Cuban exiles to
5 assassinate government leaders. The memorandum summarized seven

reports rendered by the FBI. Three of the seven persons inter-
viewed by the FBI stated they had heard of the plan and two of
these persons said they had discussed or reported the plan to
the CIA. Source: Memorandum from John McCone to McGeorge Bundy,
August 19, 1964. mqwrvmvru

o e e an st e e see ey T —
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(McGeorge Bundy)

September 23, 1963

Oct 29, 1963

Oct 29,-1963

Oct 30, 1963

-16-

SEPARATE DOCUMENTS

Bundy Warns Special Group on Security. Bundy points

out to the Special Group that "unfortunately, the

maintenance of a high degree of security is not a

simple matter in view of the numbers of people within

the government who have to know a little or much

about a U.S.-directed raid against Cuba."”

(Source: Memo, Sept 23, 1963, 3Bundy to Special mﬂocw.mwﬂvu&

Bundy informs JFK of need for White House information.
on CIA communications. Bundy asks the President to
order that the White House received one copy of all
important instructions from State and CIA to the field.
Bundy states trouble has arisen from"difference of
emphasis" in what-we have sent to the field.
(Source: Memo Oct 29, 1963, Bundy to JFK.) (Tos 2b)

Bundy on Lodge's movements. Bundy in a checklist
discusses consequence for plausible denial for Amb
Lodge's movements. . _
(Source: Memo Oct 29, 1963, title Checklist.)(Ter 2E)

Bundy cables Lodge re Impending Coup. Bundy cables
Lodge that "we cannot accept conslusion that we have
no power to delay ora coup." _
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Mr. Bundy: You asked me yesterday whether I had wet Mr. Willi

Harvey-—I think that's his name--
Mr. Belin: Yes

Mr. Bundy: -—and I said I recollected the name and that

I thought I had seen him in large meetings.
I can check my appointment calendar which is the only
official document of record that I have from my Washington
days and see whether I wmet him in snaller mecetings oxr alone
if that would be helpful to you.

Mr. Beﬁjn- It would. I'd like to have you do it, please.

Mr., Bundy: Fine.

Mr. Belin: OK. Well, thank you very nuch.

(END OF TAPE)

Following my return to New York I checked my appointment .

‘calendar and there is no entry of William Harvey's name.

We did not make a habit of listing all the participants
in large meetings, but the calendar would ordinarily show
his name if he had come to see me alone or with only one
or two others. -

I have no further Lhrnges or corrections to muke with rogazd
to my testimony before the Commission.

bated this A5 %  day of B, 1975

7nf /amdo

MLCPOlge Bundy

Subscribed and sworn to before me.

this 75 A F day of @srcR , 1975 RN
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7 July 75
BUNDY PHONE CONVERSATION:

"Bundy said that the fact that the first operational meeting
on Executive Action was placed at Jan.25-26 by Harvey's
‘notes imdimamesx confirms his own feeling that he was
merely informed mgEyhx of the projecy and not a moving
force. :

Bundy ghamzuwhm said that we &hould question the people

who were in before JAnuary 20 (Ike administration) about
authorization of the project.

He said he has only two personal papers that bear on our

events: :

l. a yellow sheet on NSAM-181, which he said is very
general and doesn't help supplement the memo itself.

2. calendar notations on the 10 Aug.62 meeting which
indicates who was present.

I explained that the meeting may take up to four hours,

he said fine. Hés secretary indicated that his first appointment
#s not until 3:00, :
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“August,16, 1962: Alternate Course B is accepted by SG(A).

BUNDY questions submarine activity, there is also question about
sabotage. (Shows that there are reservations about vigorous plan)
-Plans are "accepted in principle with the understanding that

hajor actions under these general concepts would be approved
by the SG(A)...it was emphasized that such approval
should be obtained from the Group far enough in advance so
as to obviate extensive preaprations and planning
for operation which might not actually receive policy approval."
(Significance: Shows clear expkectation that SG(A) should
approve all major operations far in advance.)
~New guidelines were to be approved by "higher authority".

Memo for Lansdale from Gilpatric (Aug. 17, 1982):
At McNamara's request and with Taylor's approval, a sentmnce
was added to proposed MONGOOSE phase II to the effect that "
"every effort will be made to avoid attribution to the
U.S. and to hold down the damage to our international
Prestige"”.(SIGNIFICANCE: Shows that an operation like
5 assassination, with high danger of damage to U.S. prestige
and with reasonable chance of being attributed to the U.S.
shenkdxnatxhanenkeenxaEp was contrary to the policy being
followed at the 8pecial Group level. The Gilpatric
change shows great caution being exercised over operations

that represent no more attributability potentieh than an
assassination plot.)

Draft Memorandum FOR THE PRESIDENT, from TAYLOR-August 16, 1962
"While we believe that this new course of éction will create
a-ded difficultéés for the regime and will increase the visibility

of its failures, there is no reason to hope that it will cause
the overthwow of the regime from within."
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